Family styles of coping in end stage renal disease.
The introduction of a serious life-threatening illness such as end stage renal disease (ESRD) is an added stress dimension to the already enormous demands placed on the contemporary family system. The purpose of the present study was to identify qualitatively and describe selected aspects of psychosocial adaptation among the families of ESRD patients experiencing four primary modes of dialytic therapy: incenter hemodialysis, home dialysis, continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD), and continuous cyclic peritoneal dialysis (CCPD). Five family coping styles emerged from content analysis of the data collected from 50 family members at four time periods. These styles have been labelled: Remote Family Style, Enfolded Family Style, Altered Family Style, Distressed Family Style, and Receptive Family Style.